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to  him  was  that   his   affairs   were   being* ineptly
managed  by his ministers,  and he again yearned
for Wolsey.    The Cardinal had in the meanwhile
plucked  up some of his  old spirit at York,  and
was still in close communication with the French,
and even with the Emperor's ambassador.    Again
Norfolk became alarmed, and  a disclosure of the
intrigue gave an excuse for Wolsey's arrest.     It
was  the  last  blow,   and   the heart  of the proud
Cardinal broke on his way south to prison, leaving
Henry with no strong councillor but the fair-faced
woman with the tight mouth who sat in his wife's
place.     She was brave;   "as fierce as a lioness,55
the    Emperor's   ambassador   wrote,    and    would
" rather  see  the  Queen   hanged   than   recognise
her  as  her  mistress"; but the party behind  her
was  a  divided  one,  and  the  greatest  powers  in
Europe were united against her.    There was only
one way in which she might win, and that was by
linking her  cause with   that  of successful  oppo-
sition   to  the   Papacy.     The   Pope   was  a  small
Italian  prince   now   slavishly   subservient  to   the
Emperor: Luther had defied a greater Sovereign
Pontiff than he ; why should Clement, a degene-
rate   scion   of   the   mercantile   Medicis,   dare   to
dictate to England and her King?

